COMMUNITY: Frequently Asked Questions Regarding
Return to In-Person Learning

Before submitting questions to Info@wcskids.net or via our district Facebook
page, please take a minute to review all the FAQs to ensure your question is not
already answered.

Please note: New questions and answers are in blue.

What did the Board of Education decide on October 15, 20207

At their meeting on October 15, 2020, the Board of Education voted to approve a
framework to allow students who want to be in-person to return to school. This will lead
to another parent survey, asking families to choose in-person or to continue learning
online, allowing the district to build cohorts and student schedules.

Why did the Board approve a “framework” rather than a “formal schedule?”

To ensure we can accommodate everyone who wishes to return to in-person learning,
the plan presented to the Board assumes all students will return to school. Once we
know the actual numbers of families choosing in-person and those choosing to continue
learning online, we will finalize details and share them with the community.

As a parent, what decision do | need to make?

Parents will be surveyed to determine if they prefer in-person or virtual learning. We are
asking families to complete this by 4:00 pm on Friday, October 23 to help with our
planning.

My child attends an elementary school, why did you choose to start them on a
half day instead of a full day?

Starting with a half day at the elementary schools will allow us to work together on
staffing for support services such as latchkey and supervision for the cafeteria/recess.
In addition, a half-day in-person limits the amount of asynchronous learning time for
students. Our goal is to return elementary students to a full day of school.

Will my child’s teacher change?

As we build cohorts and identify students for in-person and virtual learning, it is possible
students will receive new teachers.

Can a student be part time virtual and part time in-person?

Not at this time, families must select in-person or virtual.
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If | choose in-person, when will my child start school?

Though the final timeline will be entirely dependent on the survey to determine the
needs of the community, and being able to work out final staffing and logistics, we have
established a target of bringing students back beginning in November. We have
identified, however, the order of the return. Our Pre-K - 2 would be included in the first
group; 3 — 5 next; followed by 6 and 9; and the remaining secondary grades as the final

group.
Will Schools of Choice/Open Enrollment students return to their home schools if

they prefer to study online, or, can they maintain their positions in the schools
they currently have?

Our goal is to keep students in the schools they are currently enrolled in. Schools of
Choice/Open Enrollment students will not lose their seats in their schools if they choose
in-person or virtual.

Are there accommodations being made for students who choose to remain virtual
full time to have the ability to continue in the Butcher/CPC programs they are
currently enrolled in?

Yes, we can accommodate students who choose to remain virtual full time in our
Butcher, WCSPA and CPC programs. The ability to provide this opportunity was a key
reason our in-person schedule moved secondary students to a full day immediately.

This is a change from the summer, when the selection of either virtual would not allow
students to attend Butcher, WCSPA, or CPC if they chose our virtual option. The
decision to begin all students remotely allowed students to begin their classes online at
Butcher or CPC at the start of the school year. At this point in the academic year,
rescheduling students who choose the virtual option and not allowing these students to
complete the courses they have already started would not be equitable.

As we get a clearer picture of how many students prefer in-person to virtual, we will
have a clearer understanding of staff assignments for these programs and other
offerings such as band. For now, secondary students can select in-person or virtual and
have access to programs they participate in.

My child is in elementary school. Will he/she have the same teacher throughout
the entire day? They start in-person and then have Remote Learning in the
afternoon, will they have the same teacher all day?

Yes, your child will have the same teacher for the in-person and remote learning portion
of his/her day.

If you choose virtual learning, who are the teachers/staff that we would work with
for questions/problems? Would they be from the home school?



If you choose virtual learning, your child will continue to work with teachers from our
district, and in most cases, teachers from their school, or teachers they have been
working with already during the school year.

If you choose virtual learning how will a child's IEP be addressed?

IEP services would remain virtual, in an identical format to what the district is providing
through virtual learning.

If virtual, will schools still assist with technology?

Yes, our commitment to supporting students and parents with technology will continue
should families choose the virtual option.

How will you space students 6 feet apart on a bus?

Students will not be 6 feet apart on the bus. However, they will wear masks and will be
facing the same direction, which are two important recommendations from health
officials. In addition, buses will be sanitized after every run.

Will students' temps be taken before entering the building?

Student temperatures will not be taken as they enter the building each day. However,
we are prepared should student become symptomatic

Will students be questioned by screeners regarding symptoms when entering the
bus/building? If they are exhibiting symptoms will they be excluded?

Staff will not question students when they enter the building every morning. However,
our schools have all identified a space and designated it as a quarantine area. Students
and staff who are symptomatic will be sent home until they have a negative test or have
recovered according to CDC guidelines

Will there be adequate time provided for handwashing in lieu of hand sanitizing?
Will proper mask wearing be enforced (covering nose and mouth)?

Our district has taken a strong stance on wearing masks properly and will continue to do
so.

Will band happen outdoors? If not, how will you space the kids apart?

Band classes will happen in our band rooms, using the guidance of the Michigan
Department of Health and Human Services. You can find their very helpful document by

clicking here.
Have you considered the cases/mortality of teachers and staff? Can we have that

added into the return to school framework? At what point would an outbreak to
cause WCS to choose to return to virtual learning?

Our district follows closely information from the Macomb County Health Department,
which is published in a helpful dashboard (which you can find at this link) through our



https://www.macombgov.org/sites/default/files/content/government/covid19/pdf/GuidanceForBandChoirAndOrchest.pdf?webdesign=adaptive
https://mcmap.maps.arcgis.com/apps/opsdashboard/index.html#/439123f4ca934ceb893927776fcda9f8

County Government. We would follow the recommendations of the Michigan Health and
Human Services, and our County Health Department to make decisions using their
guidance.

My child is in elementary school. Would you please consider extending the
school day from 9:00-2:00, with children eating lunch in their classroom? On
their off days, they can work on independent work and attend their special
classes and remain virtual on Wednesday morning.

The goal of the district is to extend our elementary offering to full days. In order to make
that happen, we need additional support staff for our latchkey programs and to monitor
places such as the playground and cafeteria. In addition, a move to full days will limit
children’s access to their teachers.

There has been no mention of latchkey?

Latchkey is a vital support service for families our district provides. Staffing our program
is a high priority so we can comply with state requirements. At this time, latchkey is not
part of the initial in-person framework, however, it is something we are working on.

What’s the curriculum going to be? Currently the morning is math and the
afternoon is English/language arts. Will this remain the same?

Our district curriculum remains the same as we make this transition. Deciding when
math or ELA are taught is left to buildings/individual teachers.
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