

September 2008

Dear Parents/Guardians and Students, 


Welcome to the 2008-2009 school year at Flynn Middle School! My name is Mrs. LaBara and I will be your child’s Social Studies teacher this year. This is my second year at Flynn and I am looking forward to making this year as great, if not better, than the last school year!


My number one goal for this school year is to have a positive environment for your child to learn. I believe that every student should have the opportunity to have some fun while being respected at all times. Therefore I have attached my classroom behavior plan which clearly states my expectations for your son/daughter and the consequences if those expectations are not met. 


I also truly want every student of mine to be successful in this class. With a little hard-work and responsibility this should be easily attainable. With this said, I have attached information regarding grading in my class. Along with homework, projects, and tests – your child’s grade will be based on responsibility. It is their responsibility to fill in their agenda every day with that day’s work and upcoming due dates. Your child should have their agenda signed by you at the end of each week – this does count as a grade!


I believe that parents/guardians are a key component in each student’s education. Therefore, please feel free to contact me anytime you have a question or concern about your son/daughters progress in my class. The best way to contact me would be through e-mail as I can access that throughout the school day – jlabara@wcs.k12.mi.us . If e-mail does not work for you, you can reach me at (586) 825-2900 ext. 29202.

I sincerely look forward to working with you and your child this school year. Remember if you have ANY questions or concerns – contact me! 

Sincerely, 

Mrs. Jennifer LaBara
 

Supplies:

The following supplies are required for this class – please let me know if you are unable to purchase such supplies and arrangements will be made to provide them for your son/daughter:

· A journal (can be a spiral notebook or a hardtop notebook). Students will complete journaling assignments at the beginning of class every day and these will be turned at the end of every week for a grade.

· A folder. Students are expected to stay organized. Stuffing papers in textbooks is unacceptable.

· A pen or pencil. 

Recommended Items:

· A notebook. Loose leaf paper is provided every day for student use when completing notes and other assignments. However, a notebook is a great way for students to stay organized and helps to prevent losing important classroom information.

In an effort to create a positive learning environment for each student, my classroom expectations are built around mutual respect for yourself and others.

Classroom expectations to be followed at all times:


( Respect the people, equipment, furnishings of this room.

· Don’t talk while others are talking.

· No physical violence towards classmates.

· No verbal/bullying harassment of classmates

· Treat any guest in the room with the same respect!

· Do not draw/write on walls, desks, etc.


( Be prepared! 

· Be in your seat with all of your supplies when the bell rings.

· No tardies!!


( Watch your language.

· Swearing/rude comments & gestures are not tolerated.


( Follow directions the first time they are given.

Depending on the severity of the misbehavior students will face a number of consequences. These consequences range from a private conference with the student, a seat change, a detention, and/or a referral to speak with a counselor and/or administrator. Recurring misbehavior will result in immediate deductions in citizenship which effects the student’s participation in extra-curricular activities.
**Note ( severe disruption will result in an immediate referral to the office.
Students will always be rewarded for following rules and procedures! (
Parent/Guardian Homework ( In a million words or less, tell me about your child!! (
On a separate sheet of paper to fill me in on your son/daughter – what he/she is good at or needs help with. Let me know of anything I can do to help your child succeed! Due September 9th  Open House or anytime before!! 

Please cut and return this portion of the letter to Mrs. LaBara by Tuesday September 9th. 

I have read and discussed the enclosed material regarding classroom management, discipline procedures and grading policies with my child. He/She understands what is expected in Mrs. Labara’s’ classroom.

____________________________________________     _________________________

Parent Signature





       Date

____________________________________________     _________________________

Student Name (printed)




       Date

___________________________________________     __________________________

Student Signature





     Date

Your Child’s Grade

Based on the Warren Consolidated Schools 13 Point System

Percent




Points



Letter Grade
100-98%




13




A+

97-92%




12




A

91-90%




11




A-

89-88%




10




B+

87-82%




9




B

81-80%




8




B-

79-78%




7




C+

77-72%




6




C

71-70%




5




C-

69-68%




4




D+

67-62%




3




D

61-60%




2




D-

59 or below



0




F

Grading of assignments will vary upon the nature of the assignment.

Homework

( Homework will be given regularly. Students will usually have enough time in class to finish most of their homework. 

( All assignments are to be completed and turned in on time.

( Homework can be turned in the following day if forgotten for half credit. Any late work past that one day grace period will NOT be accepted. Homework passes will be awarded to students who stay on task or show exceptional behavior/participation.

( If your child is absent, they will be given the same number of says absent to complete the missed work.

( It is your child’s responsibility to check his/her class’s homework shelf for missed work.

Projects

( Grading of projects will be based on a rubric given out prior to its’ due date.

Tests/Quizzes

( Before every test, students will receive a study guide which helps them to study the correct material. 

( There will also be in class review sessions before each test in this class. 

( Quizzes will be given 1-2 times a week. Students will not receive a study guide for quizzes.

Agenda Checks

( I will check agendas at the end of every week for (1) each days work recorded & (2) a parent/guardian signature. 

( 6 points will be given each week for agendas with all of the necessary information.

Participation

( Students are expected to participate in class. Participation can come in many forms such as answering questions, passing back papers, or staying after to help straighten the room. Students will be rewarded with participation points for their effort in this area. These points help students by giving them extra credit or a special treat at the end of each marking period.
