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Dear Parents:

Asyour child's preschool years are coming to an end, your thoughts are probably turning tKwaletrgarten
But is your child ready tmove on to the "big" school? What skills Kondergarterteachers expect their new
students to have? To help answer those questions (and ease your mind), we've asked highly regarded
Kindergarterteachers from around our district to share their insightshafping your child gain the right mix
of Kindergartenreadiness skills.

The skill sets they are looking for might surprise you. Because of the national focus on improving education
and meeting standards, you might think that it's most important fotdren to enterKindergarterknowing

their ABCs, numbers, shapes, and colors so they can keep up with the curriculum. While teachers would love
children to come in with letter and number recognition, they don't want you to drill your kids on academic
skills There are equally if not moret important readiness skills that set the stage for your child's learning.
Raising an eager learner is the goal, and it can be achieved easily through play -smldpyctivities.

To help your child have a succes$fuldergartenexperience, we suggest you work on the following readiness
skills with your futureKindergartemr: Enthusiasmioward LearningSolid OralLanguage Skill$he Ability to
Listen The Desire to Be Independeiithe Ability to Play Well with OtherStrong FineViotor Skills andBasic
Letter/Number RecognitionThese skills are explained in detail on the following pad@sir child is unique,

and we want to ensure that this most important firgep lays the foundation for a very successful school
experience. These readiness skills will help your child succé@ddergarteras well as pave the way for an
outstanding educational career.

The entire Warren Consolidated community is pleased tiwarmae your child tindergarten The
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therefore, cordially invite you to visit any of our schools, observe our gudligtergarterprograms, and

confer with teachers and administrators.

We hope this booklet helps you prepare your child for not only an exciting first dapdergarten but a
rewarding educational career in Warren Consolidated Schools.

Sincerely,

Brian Walmsley, Ed.S.
Chief Acadmic Officer
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SEVEN READINESSLE

Enthusiasm Toward Learning

Doesyour child approach learning enthusiasticallyhédshe eager to explore
and discover? Dodse/she ask questions, take initiative, and persist when tasks
are difficult?

Parents can deaside a little time each day to investigate the world with their
preschooler and answer those endless questions. As you drive or walk along in
the park, point out your child's surroundingsthe different trees or the various
birds at the feederDemonstate how things workYou'll help your child develop
beginning science skilts the ability to form a hypothesisest it out, and come

up with new questions and theorie§ he more kids notice, the more curious
they'll become. Kindergarterbuildson tha curiosity.

Solid Oral-Language kills

Children need wide background knowledge about their world and the words
go with it You can help build language skills by taking your child to many ne
places and giving hitner words and descriptions for at they areseeing. At
the zoo, explain, "There's a tiger. See how he has stripes and looks different
from the lion?"These experiences have a huge impact on literatfyyou're
reading a book about zoo animals and it says 'Look at the tiger," andayriu
tell the difference between a lion and a tiger, then you won't have the
background knowledge to help you tackle the word. When children come t
words that they don't know, they won't be able to make a good guess becaus
it isn't in their vocabulary.

Research shows that one of the best predictors of later reading success isdewattiped oral vocabulary in

Kindergarten PreKindergarterstudents are learning vocabulary at the rate of five to six words a day. It's just
amazing how they will retaiwords if you use them several tam in context and conversation.
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The Ability to Listen

Children's literature is a rich resource for expanding langu@geeducators,
we expect parents to be reading to kids every d&ysteringvocabulary and
comprelension, reading develops the attention skills necegsaml
Kindergarterclassroom.Listening is a key part of school behaviStudents
must be able to concentrate on what the teacher is saying, listen carefully
for directions, and tune in to the sousdn letters and words.

The more animated you are as you read, the better you'll focus your child's
attention on whatthey arehearing. Use different voices for the characters.
Promote critical thinking by asking questions like, "Why do you think that
happened?" and "How would you feel if that happened to you?" and "What

do you think will happen next?" Engageur childby inviting them to clap or
stomp when they hear a rhyming word, and letting them finish sentences in familiar stories. Books with rhyme
and repetitive refrains (like those by Mother Goose and Dr. Seuss) help kids predict what's coming and detec
consonant sounds at the beginning and end of words, which fosters phonemic awardhessbility to hear

and break down the subtle sounds in word®ur child won't be alelto read the word "cat" until they
understandthat it actually has three sounds: "cuh,” "ah," and "tulginging fosters preeading skills too.

Take turns substituting new sounds in nursery rhymes and songs

The Desire to Béndependent

Encouraging setlielp skills is an important step to prepagiyour child
for Kindergarten Many kids come t&indergartemot knowing how to
hang up a jacketlt might be quicker for you to do it, buhdependence
is critical for helping yar child adjust to schoolSome children are so
dependent on their parents that they expect the teacher to do these
things for them Teachers expect children to:

wGet coats on and off and hang them up

wFollow simple twestep instructions such as "taloff your boots and
put on your sneakers"

wGo to the bathroom and wash their hands

wBlow their nose and cover their mouth when they cough

wFasten and unfasten simple buttons and snaps

wEat neatly and pour into a cup

wOpen up a juice box anegthe straw in.
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The Ability to Play Well with Others

Your child will need your assistance refining essential social skills such as
sharing, compromising, tartaking, and problensolving.Children are
naturally egocentric at this age, and we don'pegt them to be able to

share everythingBut by the time they reacKindergartenthey should be
able to express their feelings in words and begin to understand that two
people can use the same thing at the same time.

If you and your child are buildingith blocks and he reaches for one you're
using, you first encourage your child to ask, "May | have the block?" Then
model sharing by saying something like, "I'm glad to share my block with
you." When you notice your child sharing with others, celebrabyisaying, "I'm so proud of you. It's really
hard to share your favorite doll, but you were able to do it. Good for you!"

On play dates and park outings, stay within earshot so you can help kiolersolve when conflict occursf

your childgets in gpower struggle over a toy and can't seem to work it out, step in and say, "It looks like we're
having a problem here. What can we do about it?" Encouthge to come up with possible solutions,

offering your own suggestions, if necessary. Help kids wtaed the feelings of other§&tudents need to

know when a friend is sad by lookingtatir face and seeing thaheir mouth is frowning or eyes are crying.

This nurtures compassion and empathy.

Srong Ane-Motor kills

Your child's hands must be st@enough to master coloring, cutting, pasting, and
holding a pencit fine-motor tasks that kids use every daykimdergarten By
week one Kindergarterstudents arealready writing a letter of the alphabet. If
kids can't hold the pencil correctly, theyllfall behind. To hold the pencil the
right way, kids need to develop the small muscles in their palms and fingers
One suggestion is to giyeur child a pipe cleaner and some Cheerios (or
similar, colorful cereal) to make bracelets. It requitlesm to pinch with
their fingers,the same motion needed for grasping a pencil. Or ask your
preschooler to mist your houseplants with a spray bottle, an activity that boos
both writing and scissor skills. Scribbling in clay with fingers is a fun alternative
doing it on paper and especially helpful fdrildrenwho are resistant to writing
and drawing.A child can practice cuttintpe clay into small strips too.

Offer writing utensils in a variety of sizes and shapes. Some people think that fat peneitsireto hold, but
that's not always true. For a child with weak hands, a smaller, shorterijpmight be easier to manage.
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Basic Letter and Number Recognition

I Kindergarterteachers believe that it is their responsibility to teach kids letter
sounds ad how to write, but they do hope incoming students can recognize
most letters by sight. They also hope children can count to 10, identify
numbers 1 to 5, and know some shapes and colors.

Teachers don't want you to quiz your child or use workbodesh@rds, or
phonics kits.So much learning can happen without quizzing or sitting down
with a pencil. The lessons unfold naturally as you and your child sort Legos by
- color or shape. Your daughter practices counting as she doles out pretend
cookies for the dlls in her tea party. Your son builds letter recognition while
scrambling alphabet magnets on the fridge.

Every outing is a spontaneous opportunity to learn. Play guessing games like, "l spy with my little eye
something with the number 3.Teach by "imrarsion” and "show kids how letters are all around tSay,
'Hey, that spell§arget Let's spell it togetheT-A-R-G-ET."™ Point out objects that contain the letters in your
child's name.Most important, always keep the focus on fuRelax, and enjoyour child Read, play, and go
places.And talk the whole time you're doing it!
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REGISTRATIGNEQUIEMENTS

In order to begirKindergarten a child must be five years old on or before December 1 of the year he/she is entering school.
When you come tachool to register your child, please bring the following:

. 2 dz OORIGINRIQRBIRTH CERCATEIf you do not have a birth certificate, you may obtain proof from ¢

of the following agencies:

e For a child born in Michigan, contact the Michigan Std&alth Department of Vital Statistics, 3500 Nol
Logan Street, Lansing, Michigan 48914.

e For a child born in Macomb County, contact the Office of the County Clerk, Macomb County Court E
Mt. Clemens, Michigan 48043

e For a child born in Oakland Coyntcontact the Office of the County Clerk, 1200 North Telegraph k
Pontiac, Michigan 48053

e C2NJ I OKAfR y20 02Ny Ay aAOKAIFyIZ OFff &2dzNJ
certificate.

CUSTODY PAPHRapplicable).

Compéted HEALTH APPRAISAL BED including an ugio-date Immunization Record.

A certificate ofVISION AND HEARINGREENINGVision and Hearing screening examinations are provide
the Macomb County Health Department by contacting (586)3945.

RESIDENT INFORMATIO®HM

TWO PROOFS OF RENIDE

1. Housing Closing Papers or Homest&ExdmptionORApartment/Home Rental Leas2RNotarized Statement
of Residency frorifaxpaye I Y R G I E LJ & S NI Z0RPMhBrY Fax StaiemdldE 3 A RSy O¢

AND

2. One Utiliy BillORcurrent Charget8tement.

WARREN CONSOLIDATEWDENT REGISTRATIORORMATIONorm with the front and top half of page :
completed and signed

CA 60 FORMFAMILY DATA SHBET
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KINDERGARTEN QUESIARE

Registration questions can be angee at Kindergarten Orientation, Kindergarten Registration, or by calling Warren
/| 2yaz2ft ARl SR S$udéehBRairsat (586 RR400et 5217,
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KINDERGARTENPTIONS

Warren Consolidated Schools provides several optionsieet @ 2 dzNJ GikchtiorialCaid clid care needs. Choose the
LINEINFY GKIG o0Said YSSia &2dz2NJ OKAf RQa ySSRao

Y% DayKindergarten

TraditionalKindergartens a halday program. This program is open to all students
who will be five years old on or before December 1 ofythar they will begin school.
Literacy skills are the primary focus. Basic math concepts are developed. The use
technology is introduced. It has a comprehensive, integrated curriculum.

All DayKindergarten

All-dayKindergartensafull day progam. Students experience a full day of schools,
including eating lunch at school. This program offers students additional time to
acquire academic and social skills. This program is open to all students who will b
years old on or before Decembefthe year they will begin school. Similar to
TraditionalKindergarterprogram, literacy skills are the primary focus. Basic math
concepts are developed. The use of technology is introduced. It has a compreher
integrated curriculum.

-4 /\
LatchkeyProgram

Kindergarterstudents may participate in their regular before
school and after school latchkey program. The cost is minimal.
For information and to register, contact tl@mmunity Services
at (586)6984420.
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TRANSPORTATION

Students livingone (1) or more miles from the school are eligible for transportati®udents can be expected to walk up to
one mile to a bus stop.
STOP TIMBEStudents must be visible at the stop five minutes

before the scheduled stop timdf the bus does not arrive ithin
‘ twenty minutes after the scheduled stop time, students should
‘ return home and attempt to provide their own transportation to
e ‘ school. Once at school, take home will be by bus.
Hoo HALFDAY POLICYOn days when school is scheduled for early

dismissalsuch as irservice days, parefteacher conference

days, etc., students will ride home on the regular P.M. take home
bus. A.M.Kindergarterchildren will also ride home on the P.M.
bus and will be assigned to the stop closest to their hoifiee
school dfice will helpKindergarterparents determine the

correct bus number and stop.

NUTRITION SERVICES

The mission of Nutrition Services is to offer a variety of quality, healthy food choices with
excellent service in a friendly environment. A nourished stiidea learning student.

The department of Nutrition Services takes pride in "feeding" the minds of the

future.

Each day, students have the opportunity to participate in federal breakfast and
lunch programs that provided students with a balanced anditiotis meal that
meets all federal nutrition guidelines. At the elementary schools, the cost for
breakfast is $1D0 and the cost for lunch is $2.75.

SendMoneyToSchool.coaflows parents to gain access to the activity of their

OKAf RQA b dzi Nduni XHeng is foSddidran@id t mak&deposits

online and no fee to view account activity. But, if you decide to make a deposit

online using a credit card, a flat fee of $8will incur on all transactiong here is

no fee for deposits made at school viiteither check or cashPrepaying for meals is

convenient for you as a parent, for your child, and for the cashiers during meal service. Monies are drawn from the account
ONLY when your child eats; and if your child moves to another WCS school, thiofiendthem.
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