Personal Response Questions

Writing Prompts

Winter-Spring 2007
You are to write a response to at least __________ items.  EACH RESPONSE IS TO BE AT LEAST 10 SENTENCES LONG.  Yes, that’s right – 10 sentences.  You are to use DETAILS and DEVELOP each of your responses.  THINK!  THINK!  THINK!  Have fun!  
FOCUS:  Capitalization, End Punctuation, Complete Sentences
· If you could travel anywhere in the world, and money was not a factor, where would you like to visit?  Why?  Explain.

· Who is the most important person in your life?  Explain.  

· Name one or two of your specific long-term goals and explain how you plan on reaching it/them (Consider “long-term” to mean 1 year, or more, from now).

· Would you like to be famous?  If not, why?  If yes, in what way?  Why?

· In your opinion, what is the best musical group (or artist) around?  Explain.

· If you could have one “super power,” what would it be?  Explain.  Some examples include – the power to shrink yourself, the power to make yourself invisible, etc., etc., etc.

· Would you go for three months without bathing, brushing your teeth or using deodorant in exchange for $20,000?  Part of the bargain includes not explaining your reason to anyone.

· What do you consider to be the most important ingredient(s) to a good friendship or relationship?  Explain.

· What is your favorite holiday of all?  Why?  Explain.

· Whom do you consider to be a good role model for young people today?  You could name more than one.  Discuss what goes into being a positive role model.

· What is your favorite “genre” of movie?  I.e. drama, sci-fi, comedy, etc.

· Would you support having the death penalty in Michigan?  Explain your answer.
· What “current event” news story is most appealing to you?  You can consider news items as far back as a month.
· If you could be 1 inch tall for one day, where would you explore?  Explain.

· Name one or two of your specific short-term goals and explain how you plan on reaching it/them (Consider “short-term” to mean from now up until about 6 months from now).

· What is your favorite place to eat?  Explain.

· What is your favorite movie(s)?  Explain.

· Describe some of your favorite or best experiences since you’ve been at Community High School.

· How has Community High School been different from your previous high school, either for better or worse?

· What are your plans for spring break?

· Where have you traveled to outside the state of Michigan?  Describe some of your favorite places.

· What local attractions in the Detroit Metro area appeal to you most?  E.g. Detroit Zoo, Detroit Science Center, Greenfield Village, Henry Ford Museum, Ford Mansion, etc.

· What are some of your most memorable experiences from elementary school – either positive or negative?

· What are some of your most memorable experiences from middle/junior high school – either positive or negative?

· What are some of your most memorable experiences from high school – either positive or negative?

· What web sites do you most enjoy visiting?  Why?  Explain!


· What value do you see in “technology” in your life?  Explain.

· Tell about any elementary school experience that was important or meaningful to you in some way.

· Tell about any high school experience that was important or meaningful to you in some way.

· Tell about any elementary school teacher or staff member that had a major impact on your life, either positively or negatively.

· Tell about any high school teacher or staff member that had a major impact on your life, either positively or negatively.

· What was the most interesting class you’ve ever had in school?

· If you had the power to change our education system in the United States, what changes would you make?  Explain!

· Choose your own topic.

· What are some of your plans for the summer?

· Tell about the job you now have.

· Tell about a job that you’ve had in the past.

· What would be your ideal dream job?

· Discuss Winning Futures.  What did you particularly like or dislike?  What value did it have for you?

· What do you think are some of the most negative influences on teens in our society?

· Do you think rap and hip-hop music negatively affect young people and teens?  Why or why not?  Explain.

· Whom do you think people of your age group would look up to as a “hero” in our society?

· If you were at the end of your life and were looking back on it, how would you evaluate it?

· If you could change anything about your life from what it has been up to this point in time, what would it be?

· Discuss your thoughts about the Winning Futures scholarship presentation.
· Discuss your thoughts about the motivational speaker at the Winning Futures scholarship presentation.

· Discuss some of your emotions as you face the last few days of high school.
· If you are not a graduate, does this time of year cause you to reflect on any particular topics?  E.g.  Your goals, your future, etc.

· If you could vote, would you vote for Bush, Kerry or some other candidate?

· What is your position on the abortion issue?  Explain.

· Tell about some of the highlights of your Thanksgiving break.

· Veterans Day just passed on November 11th.  Do you know any veterans?  Who are they?  Express some of your thoughts concerning a vet and his/her military service.

· Discuss some of your 6-week Winning Futures goals.

· Discuss your thoughts about George Bush winning the recent presidential election.

· Discuss your thoughts about John Kerry not winning the recent presidential election.

· Whom would you have voted for (or, whom did you vote for) in the recent presidential election?  Explain.

· Have you made any new friends since you’ve been attending Community HS?

· What are some of your family traditions during the Christmas holiday season?

· Do you read the newspaper?  What are some of your favorite parts of the paper?

· What was your favorite cartoon (or, cartoons) when you were younger?  Do you currently have a favorite cartoon?
· Do you enjoy the winter season?  If so, why?  If not, why not?
· What new things have you learned from your classes since you’ve started at Community HS?

· How has Winning Futures impacted your life in a positive way?

· How have you been progressing on some of the goals you set for yourself in Winning Futures?

· If you were stranded on a desert island for a year, and you only could have 5 items with you, what would they be?  Explain.  (For example – a computer, a TV, a toothbrush, etc.) Further, you can assume for this example that electricity is not an issue).

· Describe your relationship with your siblings.

· Would you ever like to get married?  When? Why?  Explain.

· If you could travel anywhere in outer space, where would you go?

· Would you ever like to be a performer?  What kind?  Explain!
· If you could change one thing about the world, what would you change?

· Describe one place you’d like to go back to. For example…a vacation spot, a park, a city, a lake or river, etc.

· Evaluate your performance at Community High School up to this point in time.

· What is your opinion on the Terri Schiavo case in Florida?

· If you could be anything you wanted to be in the future, what would you choose?

· What are some your favorite free-time activities?

· Have you been to any concerts lately?  Which one?  Give us some details.

· If you could make the world a perfect place, what would you change or do?

· What should the United States do about its involvement in Iraq?

· Should cell phones be banned in school?  Explain.

· What are some basic rules or guidelines that all high school classrooms should have in order to function smoothly?

· If you had a million dollars to spend, and only 24 hours to spend it, what would you do with it?  You could also save it if you wanted to do so.

· Explain why “math matters” in life!  (-:
· Explain why “reading rocks” in life!  (-:

· What are some of your favorite books that you have read?

· What are some of your favorite classic children’s’ stories?

· How have you spent your spring break?

· Do you enjoy watching the NBA?  What do you enjoy most?  Least?

· Do you enjoy watching the NFL?  What do you enjoy most?  Least?

· Do you enjoy watching MLB?  What do you enjoy most?  Least?

· Do you care at all about the NHL hockey lockout?  Did you miss the season?

· What do you think about the new Pope chosen by the Catholic Church?

· What has been the most meaningful or important thing you’ve learned from our study of the U.S. Constitution (if you have me for Government)?

· What do you enjoy most about the spring season?

All new & improved questions are here for you.  These are questions you have not seen before, courtesy of Mrs. Flaker!   

· What was your favorite TV show as a child?  Do you remember any of the characters?  Any music?

· What is your favorite season?  Least favorite?

· Would you like to be famous?  If not, why?  If yes, in what way?  Why?

· What do you consider to be the most important ingredient(s) to a good friendship or relationship?  Explain.

· If you could write a book of instructions for parents of teenagers what would be the top five things you would tell them and why? 

· If money was no object, but you had to stay in Michigan where would you go for an all expense paid one week vacation?

· What are your plans for this coming summer?  Include both work and pleasure.

· What do you think would be some good suggestions to improve the negative image of teenagers by some people?

· Would you be willing to go on a space flight?  Why or why not?

· If you could change one thing about yourself what would it be?

· If you could wake up tomorrow having gained one ability or quality, what would it be?

· Which sex do you think has it easier in our culture?

· If you were to die this evening with no opportunity to communicate with anyone, what would you most regret not having told someone?  Why haven’t you told them yet?

· At a gathering, your friends start belittling a common acquaintance.  If you felt their criticisms were unjustified, would you defend the person?

· Would you prefer to be blind or deaf?

· You are given $1,000,000 to donate anonymously to charity or to a stranger.  How would you dispose of it?

· Would you be willing to give up all television for the next five years if it would induce someone to provide for 1,000 starving children in Indonesia?

· What, if anything, is too serious to be joked about?

· If you are a senior, what is the one thing you are most proud of as a student?  What is the one thing you wish you could do over?

· What is your favorite sport to play?  To watch?  Why?

· What is your favorite place to eat?  Do you like to try unfamiliar foods?

· What is the farthest you have ever traveled?  Where did you go and why?  What did you like about this place?  Would you go back?

· What one piece of technology (computer, cell phone, etc.) would you miss the most if you had to give it up?

· If you could be any animal, what animal would you be and why?  (This question was actually asked in a professional interview.)

· Relate how any class you have taken in high school is going to assist you in your career.

· How far back can you remember?  What is your first memory of?

· Do you plan on getting married?  At what age?  What are some qualities you would look for in spouse?

· Do you have a favorite children’s cartoon?  Children’s book?  Nursery rhyme?  Do you ever read these to a younger sibling, cousin, etc.?

Here are some additional writing prompt ideas from the website at URL http://www.canteach.ca/elementary/prompts.html.

These are for the benefit of individuals who have done PRQs in the past.  They are also good for the newbies.

Just more fun…!!
	Writing Prompts/Journal Topics

	What is... 

· What is something you dislike about yourself? 

· What is something you do well? 

· What is your favorite room in your home and why? 

· What is a good neighbor? 

· What is the worst thing parents can do to their children? 

· What is your favorite time of day? 

· What is your idea of a dull evening? 

· What is the best way to treat meddlesome people? 

· What is something you are optimistic about? 

· What is something you are pessimistic about? 

· What is your most indispensable possession and why? 

· What is your favorite song and why? 

· What is the best birthday present you ever received? 

· What is the best birthday present you could receive? 

· What is something that makes you feel sad? 

· What is your favorite book and why? 

· What is something that really bugs you? 

· What is something that really makes you angry? 

· What is the best advice you ever received? 

· What is your favorite day of the week? 

What if...
· What would happen if you could fly whenever you wanted? When would you use this ability? 

· What would happen if there were no television? Why would this be good? bad? 

· What would happen if everyone lived in space? What type of houses would they live in? What type of clothing would they wear? What type of food would they eat? How would they travel? 

· What if all the streets were rivers? What would be different? 

· What would happen if people never co-operated? Why do you think it is important to co-operate? 

· What would happen if animals could talk? What are some of the questions you would like to ask animals? 

· What would happen if you could become invisible whenever you wanted to? What are some of the things you could do that you cannot do now? 

· What would happen if you loved your neighbor as yourself? What if everyone did? 

· What would happen if you grew taller than trees? How would this change your life? 

· What would happen if children ruled the world? 

· What would happen if there were no cars, buses, trains, boats, or planes? How would this change your life? 

· What would happen if you found gold in your backyard? 

· What would you do if a bully bothered you on your way home? 

· What would you do if a friend borrows things from you but never returns them? 

· What would you do if you were the teacher and everyone forgot his homework? 

· What would you do if you were in the middle of the lake and your boat began to leak? 

· What would you do if you woke up in another country and no one could understand you? 

· What would you do if someone got in front of you when you were in line at the movies? 

· What would you do if only one hot dog is left and neither you nor your friend have had one? 

· What would you do if two of your best friends went to the movies without inviting you? 

· What would you do if the surprise party was for you but you weren't surprised? 

· What would you do if you got a present you didn't like? 

· What would you do if you were at home and your homework was at school? 

· What would you do if you were invited to two parties on the same day? 

· What would you do if someone said you did something wrong and you didn't? 

· What would you do if an hour before the party you remember you don't have a gift? 

· What would you do if you had four math problems marked wrong that were right? 

· What would you do if you wanted to be friends with someone who spoke no English? 

· What would you say if someone told you it was all right to steal from a large department store? 

· What would you do if you saw a friend cheating--report it, confront the friend, nothing--and why? 

· If you could have been someone in history, who would you have been? 

· If you could only take 3 people with you on a trip around the world, who would you take and why? 

· If you could give any gift in the world, what would you give and to whom? 

· If you could live anywhere in the world, where would it be? 

· If you received any sum of money as a gift, what would you do with it? 

· If you were principal of this school, what would you do? 

· If you were five years older you would... 

· If you were lost in the woods and it got dark, what would you do? 

· If it were your job to decide what shows can be on TV., how would you choose? 

· If there were no rules, what do you think would happen? 

· If you owned a store, what would you do to discourage people from stealing from you? 

· If you could participate in an Olympic event, which one would you choose and why?
· If you could break the Guinness Book of Records it would be for? 

· If your friend told you of a secret plan to run away from home, what would you do and why? 

What do you think...
· What do you think of 3D movies? 

· What do you think someone your age can do to help reduce the amount of pollution in our environment? 

· What do you think the world needs now? 

· What do you think your friends say to each other when you're not around? 

· What do you think about the amount of violence on T.V.? 

· What do you think about people polluting the environment? 

· What do you think about having set rules for people to follow? 

· What do you think about people who are inconsiderate of others? 

· What do you think should be done to keep people who are under the influence of alcohol off the road? 

· What do you think the world will be like when you are a grown up? 

· What do you think about ghosts? 

· What do you think of someone who has bad manners? 

· What do you think about people who take advantage of others? 

· What do you think courage means? 

· What do you think makes a good friend? 

· What do you think makes a happy family? 

· What pollutants do you think do the most damage and why? 

· What things do you think are beautiful? 

What...misc.
· What do you like most about yourself? 

· What do you like to do in your free time? 

· What kind of animal would you like to be and why? 

· What kind of trophy would you like to win? 

· What TV or movie star would you like to invite to your birthday party? 

· What does "Clothes make the person" mean to you? 

· What does "Have your cake and eat it too" mean to you? 

· What does "The early bird gets the worm" mean to you? 

· What do we mean when we say, "The grass is always greener on the other side of the fence"? 

· What does "You can't take it with you" mean? 

· What do we mean when we say, "You can catch more flies with honey than with vinegar"? 

· What do we mean when we say, "Hitch your wagon to a star"? 

· What does "still waters run deep" mean to you? 

· What does "There are two sides to every coin" mean to you? 

· What does Canada mean to you? 

· What are you afraid of? Why? 

· What are junk foods? 

· What are some nutritious foods that you like? 

· What are some rules you have to follow at home? 

· What are some examples of prejudice? 

· What is more important to you, appearance or personality? 

· What is most important to you in a friend--loyalty, generosity, honesty--why? 

· What is something that makes you melancholy? 

· What makes your best friend your best friend? 

· What makes you feel safe? 

· What makes you laugh? 

· What would you invent to make life better? 

· What would you do to entertain your family without spending any money? 

· What effects does watching violence have on people? 

· What effects do cigarette and alcohol advertising have on young people? 

· What kind of TV. commercial would you like to make? Describe it. 

· What kind of pet would you most like to have--monkey, snake, goat--why? 

· What kind of program do you enjoy most on TV--detective shows, comedies, game shows--and why? 

· What advice would you give a new student? 

· What advice would you give to someone who stole something but now feels guilty? 

· What things are better than going to school? Why? 

· What talents do you have? 

· What three words would describe you right now? 

· What four things are most important in your life? 

· What color makes you think of happiness? 

· What has been the most fun activity at school so far? 

· What quality do you like about yourself--creativity, personality, appearance--why? 

· What eccentric behavior in a friend disturbs you the most? 

· What parts of nature do you like best? 

· What do you do for exercise? 

How...
· How do you feel when it's your birthday? Why? 

· How do you feel on the first day of winter? Why? 

· How would you feel if you were going to be on a show? Why? 

· How do you feel when you do something wrong? 

· How do you feel when you do something that is very good? 

· How do you feel when you play a trick on someone? 

· How would you feel if a new child moved into your neighborhood? 

· How do you think the new child would feel? 

· How do you feel when you have had a fight with your best friend? 

· How do you think your friend felt? 

· How do you feel when you are in bed with the lights out? 

· How do you feel when you want something very badly and you cannot have it? Why is this so important to have? 

· How do you feel on a warm sunny day? 

· How do you feel when you stay with a babysitter? 

· How do you feel when you're leaving home on vacation? 

· How do you feel when you sleep at someone's house? 

· How do you feel during a thunderstorm? 

· How do you feel on the first day of school? 

· How do you feel when your parents are upset with you? Why do they become upset with you? 

· How do you feel on Thanksgiving? What are you thankful for? 

· How do feel on (any holiday)? 

· How do you feel when something scares you? What do you do when this happens? 

· How would you feel if someone told you that you were his or her best friend? 

· How do you feel about your appearance? 

· How would you change the world to make it better? 

· How do you think eating junk food affects you? 

· How do you have the most fun--alone, with a large group, with a few friends--and why? 

· Explain how to play your favorite game. 

I wish...
· I wish I had a million... Then I would... 

· I wish I had one... because 

· I wish I could be like.... This person is special because.... 

· I wish there were a law that said..... This would be a good law because.... 

· I wish I could forget the time I ..... because.... 

· I wish I could see...... because..... 

· I wish I could learn..... because..... 

· I wish everyone would learn to ..... Then everyone would..... 

· I wish I never...... 

· I wish I had one more chance to..... Then I would..... 

· I wish there was an electric...... 

· I wish I had enough money to...... 

· I wish everyone loved...... 

· I wish all children would...... 

· I wish everyone had..... 

· I wish I could touch...... 

· I wish animals could...... If they could, then..... 

· I wish I looked like.... because...... 

· I wish there were no more..... 

· I wish I didn't have to..... 

· I wish I could go to..... 

· I wish there really was..... If there really was, then..... 

· I wish I could hear...... 

· I wish I could give...... 

· If all my wishes came true, I would...... 

Describe...
· Describe a time when you felt vengeful. 

· Describe the most ludicrous outfit you can think of. 

When...
· When you are angry, how do you look? 

· When are you happiest? 

· When have you felt lonely? 

· When do you feel proud? 

· When was the last time you cried and why? 

· When a friend was in an embarrassing situation, what did you do? 

· When it might hurt their feelings, how do you feel about telling your friends the truth? 

· When someone picks on someone else, how do you feel? What do you do? 

· Once, when you were very frightened, what happened? 

· Once, when you were embarrassed, what happened? 

· Once, when your feelings were hurt, what happened? 

Which...
· Which quality best describes your life--exciting, organized, dull--and why? 

· Which quality do you dislike most about yourself--laziness, selfishness, childishness--and why? 

· Which place would you most like to visit--Africa, China, Alaska--why? 

· Which is least important to you--money, power, fame--and why? 

· Which is most important to you--being popular, accomplishing things, being organized--and why? 

Who...
· Who do you talk to when you have a problem? 

· Who is your favorite Star Wars character (or other movie/book/TV. show, etc.)? 

· Who or what has had a strong influence in your life? 

Where...
· Where would you prefer to be right now--mountains, desert, beach--and why? 

Why...
· Why is it important to be honest? 

· Why is important to have good manners? 

· Why do you think adults smoke/drink? 

· Why is exercise important to someone your age? 

· Why do you think some people encourage others to smoke/drink? 

· Why do you think the rules you must follow are good or bad? 

· Why would it be good to be honest? 

· Why have men and women usually only done certain types of work? 

· Why should or shouldn't a man stay home to care for the house and children while his wife goes to work? 

· Why do you think some people take advantage of others? 

· Why do you think prejudice exists in the world? 

· Why do you think tact is an important quality? 

· Why is it not wise to squander your money? 

Misc...
· Do you think there is too much fighting on TV. Why or why not? 

· Do you think it is necessary to have alcohol at a party in order to have a good time? 

· Does it bother you to be around someone who has bad manners? 

· Should there be a dress code in places such as school, restaurants, and places of business? Why or why not? 

· Should animals be used for medical research? 

· Should people be prohibited from smoking in certain places? 

· Families are important because... 
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