COMMUNITY: Frequently Asked Questions Regarding
School Closure due to Coronavirus

Before submitting questions to Info@wcskids.net or via our district Facebook
page, please take a minute to review all the FAQs to ensure your question is not
already answered.

My child is a senior in high school, how will this impact him/her? When will we
know about the prom? What about Senior Lawn Signs?

e Our district recognizes how important senior milestones such as prom,
convocation, and graduation are for students and their families. As has been our
practice, we will continue to follow the Governor's executive orders regarding
future activities and CDC/Health Departmentrecommendations and will continue
to monitor/communicate with families about events.

e As soon as we know the state's recommendations for events with crowds
occurring in late May, we will make determinations about prom and convocation
and notify the community. We will follow a similar practice for graduation, which
is scheduled for June 2 (Community High School)and June 6 (Cousino, Sterling
Heights, and Warren Mott).

During the lockdown will schools be installing 5G? This is rumored and very
disturbing.

¢ Thisisonlyarumor. WCSis not currently installing 5g in any buildings.
Additionally, the district does not have any current plansto do so.

When does school resume?

o Governor Whitmer's announcementyesterday allows our school calendarto
remain the same, which puts a tentative return date of Tuesday, April 14, 2020

My child was scheduled to take an AP exam, whatdo | do?

e Like state assessments, we will work with the College Board on how closures will
impact assessmentscheduling and will communicate thatinformation
accordingly. For now, students are encouraged to log in to their college board
accountand make use of the available resources to prepare for the exam.

e« The College Board has released some important updates for students who were
planning to test this spring. You can find thatinformation here:
hitps://apcentral.collegeboard.org/about-ap/news-changes/coronavirus-
update?SFMC cid=EM288604-&rid=47701167

How will this impact my child, who was schedule to take the SAT/PSAT/M-STEP?




e OQurdistrict is working with the Macomb Intermediate School District and
Michigan Department of Education on the impact of school closures on state
assessments. We have received notification thatthe Federal Department of
Education has approved Michigan's waiver to nottest students this spring.
However, the State Legislature mustalso act to finalize this decision. More
information will be forthcoming.

e For High School Juniors who will need their SAT scores for their college
applications, we're sensitive to yourtimelines and will communicate in formation
as soon as itis available.

Given the Michigan Department of Education (MDE) said they will not count
online learning toward a yearly requirement, why are our kids being provided
online instructional requirements?

e OQuronlineresources are optional, nota requirement, and are meant to maintain
some continuity for children’s learning and skills. The MDE yearly requirementis
focused on how much time children spend in school, noton their skills or
learning.

I’'m concerned my child is not receiving daily work from teachers, while children
in other districts are taking tests and quizzes to keep up on their school work.

« We have consulted with several experts and attorneys who have advised us to
maintain optional enrichment activities for a variety of reasons. Realizing
students being home is putting tremendous pressure on parents, we need to
maintain a recommended structured daily schedule which includes reading,
writing, completing some math practice, doing something creative and something
active. This practice is aligned with today's decision from the MDE to not allow
online instruction to countfor children’s annual yearly requirement.

What can | do at home with my child while school is not in session to continue
their learning?

e Many schools senthome practice activities for students to continue learning. In
addition, our district is maintaining a website:
hitp://www.wcskids.net/Departments/Curriculum/LearningAtHome/index.html with
many options for all students PreK-12.

Are these learning activities, sent home by my child’s school or available on this
website mandatory?

» No, these are notmandatory activities, they are only options for students to
continue theirlearning while schools are closed.

Could teachers post daily worksheets in place of online resources?
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e Ourdistrict recommendation is for students to read, write, complete some math
practice, do something creative, and be active every day. To that end, there are
resources on our district's Learn at Home page that can assist families.

How will refunds/ongoing payments for things such as student activities and field
trips work?

¢ The best person to assist you with information about student trip
rescheduling/cancelations, payments, and refunds is yourtrip sponsor/building
principal. Please contact them via email to get the information you need.

¢ Should you send an email and not get a response, please contact
Info@wcskids.net

Is registration being accepted during this time?

o Effective Tuesday, March 16, at 4:30 pm, the Administration Building will be
closed to the public. No registrations will be accepted at this time. If you need
registration information or have questions, please contact our Director of Pupil
Accounting, Kelly Dumas, at kdumas@wcskids.net, or at (586) 698-4193. Please
keep an eye on our website for furtherinformation.

Why did the Governor close schools across the state?

e The Governor stated she closed schools across the state “To take the necessary
steps to protect ourkids, ourfamilies, and our overall public health.”
« Thisis an attempt to slow the spread of the virus.

What should | be doing at home to keep my child safe?

e Maintaining germ prevention strategies with your child, such as:
o Frequentand proper hand washing.
o Encouraging coughing and sneezing into atissue or, if a tissue isn't
available, onto theirsleeve.
o Discourage yourchild from covering their mouth with their hands while
coughing orsneezing because this will leave germs on theirhands that
can be spread by touching other people or objects.

What should | do if my child is sick?

e Stay calm.

e Callyourdoctor. Yourdoctor knows your child's medical history and will know if
your child has any special health risks. The doctor will ask how yourchild is
doing and if they've been around someone with coronavirus. Your doctor's office
will tell you whatto do next and whether you need an in-person visit.

What about Extra Curricular Activities?

e Sports, performances, clubs, and school sponsored activities are all
canceled/postponed at this time.



My child forgot something at school, can | get this/these items?

e As adistrict, ourgoal is to reduce the number of people in our school buildings to
give ourcustodians time to do a deep clean of our facilities. If your child has
forgotten something critical, please contact your principal directly by noon on
March 17, 2020, and they will make arrangements with you.

What is happening in my child’s building while school is not in session?

¢ While schools are notin session WCS custodians will remain in each building to
perform a deep clean of the school. No activities will be permitted within the
buildings during this time and outside visitors will be allowed only for special
circumstances (mainly necessary contractors).

What does “deep cleaning a school” entail?

o (Custodians will disinfect surfaces including desktops, counters and tables. The
team will also disinfectareas that are frequently touched including door handles,
sink faucets, drinking fountains and light switches. All bathrooms, floors, kitchens
will be thoroughly cleaned and disinfected.

Should the district elect to use a spray-type disinfectant throughout the district,
what considerations, if any, will be given to asthmatic students who may be
susceptible to irritation caused by airborne cleaning particulates?

* Most cleaning products used by the district are identical to off the shelf cleaning
products found in mosthomes. The district has compiled a list of all potential
irritants, which may be found at htip://wcs.mi.safeschoolssds.com/. Please
consultwith your child’s physician regarding concerns related to exposure of
chemicals.

My child rides the bus, what is happening with district transportation when
schoolis not in session?

« The WCS Transportation Department is using disinfectantwipes on all bus seats
and handrails. An electrostatic disinfectant spray will be used on selected areas
as needed to sanitize school busses.

Will any nutrition services programs be available to my child while school is
closed?

e The WCS Nutrition Services Department and Gleaners Food Bank will distribute
meals to students starting Wednesday, March 18 between 11 AM and 1 PM at
Grissom Middle School, Carter Middle School, and Beer Middle School. Meal
distribution will occurin a “drive-through” style pickup line. Future distribution
dates are TBD.

My child attends a secondary school, when does the 3rd marking period end?



e The 39 marking period will tentatively end on Friday, April 24, giving students
and teachers 2 weeks to wrap up any assignment/grading issues.

Can the district issue laptops to families?

¢« Notatthistime. The Children’s Internet Protection Act requires that if the district
assigns laptops for studenthome use, the device must have internet safe filtering
purchased and installed. District devices are compliantwhen on the WCS
network, however, we cannotcurrently control URL filtering on private home
networks. We are researching options for future home use studentdevices.

My child was in the process of applying for NHS or another student
organization/honor society when schools were closed. Will that resume?

e Yes. When we open schools, we will resume operations, including things that
were going on prior to our closure.

Will the school year be extended?

e We will continue to follow the directions set forth by Governor Whitmer's office. At
this time, our plan is for students to return to school on April 14. Any decision on
making up school time is yet to be determined by the Governor or Michigan
Department of Education.

Will the work students are completing through the district’'s Learn At Home
website be tracked by my child’s teacher?

« While some resources, such as a student's College Board account, do track
participation and progress, our district staff will notbe monitoring what students
are working on. This kind of tracking would move our optional activities to
mandatory, which is notin line with ourdistrict policy.

The CDC is recommending two months of school closure to prevent the spread of
COVID-19. What is WCS’s response to this?

* While we're following the news like all families, we continue to follow the
recommendations of the Governor's Office as it relates to decisions aboutschool
closures.
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