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A Carleton Middle School female student made the very poor decision to arrange through social

media an in-person meeting after school today with a 22-year-old male.

Two students, who knew about this planned meeting, reported it to the administration who

contacted the Sterling Heights Police. Through some very quick thinking by Carleton Interim

Assistant Principal Grant Syswerda, the male was apprehended by the police, and the female student

was returned safely to her mother.

The students who shared this information today are commended for doing the right thing, especially

since this could have ended very badly. It continues to demonstrate that our students sharing

difficult information with adults is very effective at resolving issues. It also demonstrates that some

of our students do not understand the dangers of social media.

Most importantly, please sit down tonight with your children to explain the risks of talking with

strangers online, especially when they cannot verify to whom they are talking. Also, take a minute

and check your children’s use of text messages and social media. Their safety depends on it, and this

is our time as adults to protect our children.

I appreciate your support, and please contact your child’s school if you have any questions.

Sincerely,

e

Robert D. Livernois, Ph.D.

Superintendent
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